Melting points were measured on a Büchi melting point B-540 apparatus. Elemental analyses for C, H, and N were performed using a Perkine Elmer 2004 (II) CHN analyzer.
IR spectra were recorded on Perkin Elmer Spectrum 2000 infrared spectrometer.
1 H NMR (500 MHz) and 13 C NMR (125 MHz) spectra were obtained in DMSO-d6 as solvent using Bruker DRX-500 AVANCE and Bruker DRX-300 AVANCE spectrometers. The reagents and solvents were obtained from Fluka (Buchs, Switzerland) and used without further purification.
General procedure for the preparation of compounds 4 (Exemplified for 4a).
Thiooxindole (1a) (0.149 g, 1 mmol) was dissolved in acetonitrile (3 mL) where upon oxalyl chloride (0.126 g, 1 mmol) in acetonitrile (1 mL) was added drop wise at 25 o C to the stirred solution. An orange solid was quickly formed which was collected by filtration, washed with acetonitrile and dried to afford the pure product 4a.
General Method for the Synthesis of Compounds 3 (Exemplified for 3a)
In a round bottom flask equipped with a magnetic stir bar, thio-oxindole (1a) (1.5 mmol) was added to 3 mL of acetonitrile. Oxalyl chloride (1.5 mmol) was dissolved in 
